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RUNAWAY CARS CRASH |
INTO PASSENGER TRAIN

Dash Down F ive-Mile Grade

CHARLES SYMONS

Wild Gravel Cars Strike at
Seventy Miles an
Hour.

USHING at a terrific spred along
R the Southern Pacitie  tracks

llu'i:llgh the crowded Mission dJis-
trict, two lheavy rack-lnden steel cars
crashed Intg the frant end of a pas-
senger local in the narrow alleyway
hetween Mission aud Capp and Twen-
ty-fourth and T'wenty-fifth streets ycs-
terday shortly befora noon, By the
most fortunate clrcumstances no one
wins fatally injured, and bhut ona man,

Brakeman Charles Symons, svas serl-
ously hurt,
The runaway earg, loaded  with

gravel and having a total welght of 160
tons, had cousted for six niles from
Onean View, where they had broken
loogo from n switch traln.  During the
witd ride of aix miles, In which the tm«
mense cars gained a veloeity caleu-
lated at over seventy miles an liour,
Bymous, wha was on the runaway cars
when they were loosencd from a string
of twenty-one rars in the yards nt
Ocean View, clung m ‘hiz poat, shout.
ing warning tn the \\'ngm\s and peos
ple along .the way and wnving a rol
fag In the hope of attracting the at-
tention of the passenger train that he
knew was npm‘nnchln’g on the same
tracks.

From' the depot nt Third and Town-
send streets the San Bruno passenger
traln, with three coaches, fortunately
carrying but two passengers, had left
on its schedule .time .at 11:30 o'clock.
In charge of the train wrs Conductor
E. A, Arnold and Englincer George Res-
ing and Fireman I°. C. Hanks. As the
train apprbached .the alleyways curv-
ing through tha streets and among the
closely buflt homn. Engineer Reaing
hecame aware thnt something unu-
sunl was approaching him. T.eaning
far out fram the cab window and try-
ing to peer around the sharp curvesy
of the track he suddenly saw a cloud
of dust and could hear the thunder of
. traln bearing down upon him, Real-
1zing that some runaway traln was
cnmlng toward him he shut off "his
s(onm. reversed the engine, and with
\hh! fireman was enabled to leap from
the cab windows fust in time to es-
capre the terrible crash that iollowed.

The impact was 'so- fearful that for
blocks around the impression
that an awful explodlon had o
Symons, who had been cllnxlu éll
perately to  the swaylng carsinw
burled with awful violence several feet
inte the air, Ianding senseless ' and
bleeding in the alleyway bealde the
wreck that followed. In -the bakgage
car back of the passcnger englne
James Herrin, a Wells-Fargo Expreas’
measenger, wad thrown to the My ur,
sustaining painfal lacerationy [
faca and henad. In the veav the 'HD
passangers were shgken and cast & ut
by the shoek and trightencdf by the-
fiving glass of the windows, but were
uninjured.

In thelr mad carcer (hroulh the
thoroughfares of the city the runaway
cars created the wildest confusion and
excitement. A cloud of dust, a deafen-
Ing roar and a wild rush :md the clr'
dashed by like n demon n!f rucllop.
Women screamed and horm hied am
the curs - went tearing | Moboily
knew what it was, The v 0t the.
cars was so great that nothing’ could
he seen but a Mg strenk am the ‘wmrl

of dust and gravel swept past ‘thelvaris
OUR CTOHBINES, U ¥
Witlhun Dotun - and M.' t.lark;wow
puseing out Misslon sireet in an'auto-
aobite near  Twenpy-fourth - atreet,
when the colliston m-q,u ‘red;. 'Tlo only
finpreasion 1 have of the nculdonl. sadd
lmlun. “in that nmldqﬁl) 1 hunrﬂ o dtanf.
cning noise and, llp qol\mlh\m.: \H‘m
grross Miralon nlyqt :ﬂ that
couldn'y se lt anyl t . cxpluulon

] Ocean View durlng the morning.
i stde

rin so’ fortunately

SCENE  0OF  THE  ACCIDENT AT
TWENTY-FOURTH  AND  MISSION
STREETS, AND  PORTRAIT OF
CHARLES  SYMONS, WHO  was

I\Jl ]nen,

followed. 1 knew that it was a vn|-1
Helon, ne, thinking I might be of as-|
slstance with my machine, 1 went to)
the carner and saw that ono nan Tead |
ben serlously hurt. 1 took him fmme-
diately to tha nearest hospital, the Kt,
Inke ilospital,’

According to the statement of the
injured switchman, the eiars  were
joosened from the switch trnin hy his
directions, The gravel traln was in|
command of Foreman Jnhn Gallagher,
and was switching ahout the tracks at|
Re-
Bynions, there was ane othar
hrakeman on the train. During the
course af the morning it becamne neces-
sary to place the two cars that were
on the end of the string on anofher
track and, Symons hetag on the back
end, motioned to uncouple tha cars he-
Heving th:at he could contral the cars
on the grade at that point. He was
mirtaken, however, and when the curs
started down the Incline he pur on
both brakes, hut to no offect,  ftealiz.
ing that the cars were toyond his can.
trol his one fdea was * « warn whoever
was tn front of him of the danger.

That the cars Il not leave  the
tracks as they dashed around <ame of
the curven J= congldered most remark-
able and at the scene of the wreck thel
ract that nao fire ensued was very for.
tnnate. The danger of flamer in the'
crowded alley, on heth sides of which
wete frame houxes, instantly  struck
Patralman [ . Egan. wha was on the|
scene when the eolliston oceurred. Spe.
fng the fearful results that woutd fol.
Inw if the dripping oi! shauld he 1g..
nited he ran to the five Lhox on T\r(-rh}
ty-fourth nand MHoward streets and
turned in an alarm.

At the haspital ft was sall that the
injured switchman  had  sustained a
stmple fracture of one of the bones ofj
the Jeft ankle, several vory w\\ufn!‘
wounds of the face and hody and pos-
sible internal injuries. Symons was ine
Jured much In the sutne way two years
ago, when several hones were broken
in a raflroad accident

The damageto the passenger engline,
No, 1668, was estimated at $600, the
front part and the tender heing badly
damaged. The frant of the Laggage
car, in which Express Messenger Her-
escaped denth, was
utterly: domolished, ‘Uhe tender of the
enging had heen jommed completely
through the \\‘nml.' hyle,
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